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Testimony from Ed Butler, Executive Director

Governor’s Office of People with Disabilities

Good morning.  Thank you very much for having me.  My name is Edward Butler I'm the new executive director of the Governor's cabinet and advisory committee for people with disabilities.  As established by the Governor's executive order, 2006‑09, as part of my responsibility I will be working with the various agencies and departments named in the executive order to make recommendations to the Governor's office regarding policy regulations and legislation for people with disabilities.

Additionally I will be working with the Governor's advisory committee for people with disabilities.  And in essence it will be a home and state government for people with disabilities and a place where people with disabilities can contact my office regarding issues and concerns that they might have.

The participants in the Governor's cabinet include Estelle Richmond and the secretary of public welfare who serves as chair and Steven from the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission as vice chair.  The secretary of labor and industry, Secretary of Health, secretary of education, secretary of transportation, secretary of the budget, the secretary of aging, the secretary of for policy and planning, the director of the Governor's office of healthcare reform.

As I said, the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission, the executive director of the Pennsylvania housing and finance agency.  And that was to replace the office of housing and community revitalization.  The director of the very much mental disability council and myself and presently there's a vacancy for the director of the Governor's long term living council.

So bringing you a little bit up to date, we had our very first cabinet meeting on August 1 at which time we reviewed the executive order and the cabinet members established a mission statement.

I ask the cabinet members tone vision their roles and identify mutual or priority issues.

Some of the issues I will tell you that came to the for front included transportation, employment, and housing.

In addition to that, some of the initiatives that I have begun, we will be establishing a website for the office and we will have a monthly newsletter established that will be available to any office regarding any disability issue.  My office, the cabinet or the advisory committee.  An 800 line has been established for my office along with a tty line.

As long as the advisory committee, we had a review committee because prior to coming on board they had sent out information regarding interested individuals that would like to serve on the Governor's advisory committee.  To my pleasure we had 142 applicants who were interested in serving on this committee.

We began the process of reviewing.  It consisted of 4 consumers or stakeholders, a policy specialist, myself, vice chair ‑‑ the special assistant to the Governor and the chief of staff for the Senator.  And 2 DPW staff members.  I need to make clear that this is a collaboration across departments.

My office is established in the office of public welfare with secretary Richmond however this is not a DPW initiative.

We reviewed the ‑‑ the anticipated review of the applicants was  July 31.

Since that time, we have made recommendations to secretary Richmond of the individuals that we have selected for the advisory committee

We were doing the selections, I will tell you that we had very many qualified individuals.  We locked at disability, type of disability, professional profession, the affiliation, we locked at gender, race, ethnicity, county, go owe graphic location within the state, individual's resumes.  Their experience, their letters of recommendations and their level of involvement.

Right now that is with secretary Richmond for her review and based on her response appropriate action will be taken.

If that list is indeed approved as it is, it will be forwarded to the Governor who has the authority to make the appointments of those individuals as well as a chairperson of the Governor's advisory group.

We will be having our secretary cabinet meeting on September 25.

At this time, I would welcome any questions you might have.  I would like to also share with you that I'm not a stranger to state government.  13 and a half years with the office of vocational rehabilitation and two years with the Pennsylvania house of representatives.

>>CHAIRMAN HENDERSON:  The floor is open for questions.  Linda?   

>>MS. COSTAL:  Sir, is this group going to be a consumer controlled group in that more of the members are persons with disabilities than persons without disabilities?   

>>THE SPEAKER:  In accordance with the executive order, 60% of the advisory group must be individuals with disabilities or family members or guardians.

I need to also tell you that a message as I have been going out and meeting various advisory groups and statewide groups, out of the 142 applicants, obviously you can't have an advisory group that's that large.  I want to send the message loud and clear to the disability community that there's room at the table for everyone.  I envision finding a place for the other individuals not selected for the advisory committee, various work groups or regional groups throughout the state.

>>MS. KLEINMANN:  I would just like to make a comment that as a long time member of the Pennsylvania council here, we had seen ourselves as an advisory body to the Governor and such we are Governor appointed also.

I would like to see a merging of some purposes between this group and the group that you are the director of

>>THE SPEAKER:  Kathleen, I know you a long time.  Certainly you know that I welcome any feedback from this government.  I already had conversations with Corey.  Kevin has provided me with your brochure.  I have met with Barbara who has provided me with their brochure an the map of the locations for the centers of independent living which will be included for information purposes to all the members of the Governor's cabinet at our next meeting.

>>MS. RAY:  Thank you, milt.  I'm Jamie Ray.  In addition to sitting on the SILC board here I'm also with the Pennsylvania client assistance program.  I think I recognize you and know you from your days with OVR.

You mentioned that employment was one of the issues that came to light in the first cabinet meeting.  I was just wondering if you might be able to expand a little bit on the types of things that are going to be addressed regarding employment because for the SILC, I chair the employment committee.

So employment of people with disabilities is very important to us.

>>THE SPEAKER:  In your question, I can just tell you that it was a initial first cabinet meeting so we were reviewing the executive order and establishing a mission and starting is this dialog this is just a starting point.  At the next meeting with respect to the departments, we are gathering information and statistical data and I would view that initial meeting as a jumping off or getting started.

I'm sure I will be able to provide you with an update as appropriate at a later date.

>>MS. KLEINMANN:  I assume that the meetings will be open to the public and will be posted.  Are they going to be in the Pennsylvania bulletin?   

>>THE SPEAKER:  The meetings will be posted for the Governor's advisory committee under the sunshine law they will be open.  The word will go out far and wide.

>>MR. ZEIGLER:  I met Mr. Butler yesterday.  He shows a passion just like all disability entities.  I think we should all work together the SILC and the Governor's office for disabilities.

>>THE SPEAKER:  Thank you.

>>MR. DORSEY:  Just a question if someone like myself wants to be on the board of the Governor, how would I go about doing that?   

>>THE SPEAKER:  At this point in time Mr. Dorsey, forward to my office just your resume.  I will be sure to include you with the group of individuals that have submitted for consideration.  At this point obviously the Governor's advisory group recommendations have gone forward.  As I said, there's a place at the table for everyone.  We would certainly welcome participation in a work group or in a regional area.

As vacancies occur on the initial group, we will be moving forward to fill them.  I will provide you with my e‑mail.  Edbutler@state.pa.us.

>>MR. DORSEY:  The other question is do you know where the meetings are, where they are being held?   

Can you access ‑‑ can you get in?   

There's a lot of consumers that say there are buildings that you can get into.  But they are not accessible.

>>THE SPEAKER:  There has been no location determined yet for the Governor's advisory committee.  I can tell you that we are using the Pennsylvania Department of Health's division of states for a regional breakdown.  It is my intention to rotate those advisory committee meetings across the state.

I will assure you that selection of the meeting site will be accessible as will alternate format be provided to anyone that needs it.

>>CHAIRMAN HENDERSON:  I have a question.  When you guys have a newsletter produced for this?  Will there be a newsletter ?

>>THE SPEAKER:  There will be an electronic newsletter which is in the start of being explored it will be an electronic newsletter unless requested in hard copy.

The Department of Public Welfare press office will be working with Tim he will university to ensure that accessible format is provided.  I am familiar with the pdf and html are helpful for persons with disability or persons with vision disabilities.  Braille or alternate large format will be available.

>>CHAIRMAN HENDERSON:  You say you guys have trying to have these meetings throughout the state?   

You say you guys are going to try to have these meetings throughout the state?   

>>THE SPEAKER:  Correct.  We will be rotating them throughout the state.

>>CHAIRMAN HENDERSON:  They will be quarterly? 

>>THE SPEAKER:  At this time I don't know how we will meet.  We are a brand new group.  We will moat more frequently and as things start to move and work maybe less frequently.  That will need to be determined by the group.

>>CHAIRMAN HENDERSON:  So this newsletter will go out often?   

How often will the newsletter go out?   

>>THE SPEAKER:  We are hoping by the 15th of each month we will be able to post it.  Nothing has been started as far as the first content yet.  They are in the process of establishing the web page along with the newsletter.

>>CHAIRMAN HENDERSON:  Thank you.  Any other questions?   

Seeing no other questions, we thank you very much for coming to present this information to us, to the SILC board.  Hope to have you back again.  We will also be in contact with you for other comments or any concerns that we have.

>>THE SPEAKER:  Thank you.  I look forward to your input and collaborating with you on issues pertinent to persons with disabilities and the quality of life for all Pennsylvania people with disabilities.  Thank you very much.  It's a pleasure.

>>CHAIRMAN HENDERSON:  Thank you again.








